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152 PSYCHOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 

The Unit of Strife, by E. K. Garrod. Longmans, Green & Co., New 
York, 1905. pp. 194. 

In this interesting volume the author shows how the struggle for 
life among individuals has given place to struggle among larger and 
larger units, while co-operation has taken the place of struggle among 
the individuals making up the larger unit. Nations are on the old 
basis of the struggle for existence; but the individuals forming a nation 
must co-operate if the larger unit is to be strong. This difference in the 
basis of activity for states and individuals gives rise to a differentcode 
of morals for the two. 

The larger part of the book is devoted to tracing the transformation 
of man from competitive individualism to sympathetic co-operation. 
The great instruments of this transformation have been religion and 
law. These instruments have not overcome the force of selection 
entirely, but the process of socialization has been hastened as individu- 
als have come to comprehend the laws of social solution. Those 
natious will be most likely to survive that have religious systems 
most conducive to co-operation. The religious idea must be a pro- 
gressive one. 

The book is suggestive, but it is somewhat one-sided in its treat- 
ment. Struggle between individuals, which is still of immense im- 
portance in progress, is relegated to the background, and religion is 
treated merely as a socializing force and is not recognized as a means 
of individual development. P. A. Btjshbb. 



BOOK NOTES. 



Die Hoffnungslosigkeit aller Psychologie, von P. J. Mobius. Carl 
Marhold, Halle, 1907. pp. 69. 
This is a most noteworthy publication. The author has studied 
thoroughly the systems of the theory of knowledge in its various as- 
pects and at the end, like Faust, finds himself convicted of ignorance 
and penetrated with a sense of hopelessness. This is an almost in- 
evitable logical result. Indeed, we have been waiting for years for 
some one to draw this inference. Once grant the assumption that 
the soul is best informed about its own processes and that the exter- 
nal world, as well as our personality, is but a uaiverse and there is no 
issue, save in pessimism and depair, for consciousness lives in a 
charmed circle which it can never transcend. To our thinking, how- 
ever, the issue is not despair, but the only too long delayed collapse 
of this method makes all the more plain and mandatory the necessity 
of a method which frankly assigns priority to the things of sense. But 
this is a long story. 

Modifiability in Behavior. Factors determining direction and char- 
acter of movement in the earthworm, by H. S. Jennings. Re- 
printed from the Journal of Experimental Zoology. Volume III, 
No. 3. Baltimore, 1906. pp. 435-455- 
Professor Jennings has been at work these many years in studyingthe 
behavior of lower unicellular organisms and has here brought together 
in a more comprehensive way than in his Carnegie publication the re- 
sults of his work on amoeba, bacteria, paramecia and other infusoria. 
He has also done much work on the lower metazoa and here analyzes 
their reactions to light, food, etc. Two most interesting chapters are 
upon the development of behavior and its psychic relations in lower 



